
Tool #8

A Classroom Walkthrough to Observe  
Diverse Learners’ Engagement

Learning Environment

	Classroom is physically comfortable and allows for a variety of group 
configurations with minimal distractions.

	Classroom is cognitively stimulating and conducive to learning in a 
variety of modalities (through listening, speaking, reading, and writing).

	Instructional resources (technology, equipment, supplies, materials) 
are varied, reflective of different levels of readiness, and are readily 
available and utilized in a variety of ways.

	Diverse learners have a sense of belonging to the classroom commu-
nity by virtue of where and with whom they are seated and how they 
interact with their peers.

Teacher Behavior

	Establishes purpose with clarity identifying learning targets

	Establishes high expectations for acquiring content, academic language

	Creates routines to help students reach learning goals

	Follows a predictable lesson sequence

	Offers the necessary structure and scaffold for diverse learners to fully 
participate

	Attentive to varied student needs and adjusts instruction based on 
ongoing formative assessment

	Monitors levels of engagement and addresses the needs of the students 
on all levels of academic and linguistic proficiency (from struggling to 
advanced levels)

Student Participation in Learning

	Students make meaningful connections to their prior knowledge or 
have opportunities to build background knowledge for new learning 
to take place.



	Students interact with each other through a range of instructional 
tasks.

	Students are intentionally paired in a variety of ways—both homoge-
neously and heterogeneously (to partner with students with disabili-
ties, with others who speak the same home language, etc.).

	Students remain focused on the target task, understand what they are 
doing and why.

	Students have choices regarding pathways to learning and for demon-
strating mastery.

	Students have access to and know how to use scaffolding tools (anchor 
charts, protocols, sentence starters, language frames, prompts) to sup-
port learners in expressing their ideas, asking and answering questions.

	Students are in the focus of the lesson and enjoy the learning experience.
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